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NOTES AND COMMENTS. 221 

Give first to your own faithful toilers 

The freedom our birthright should claim, 
And take from these ruthless despoilers 

The power which they use to our shame. 
Columbia, too long you have dallied 

"With foes whom you feed from your store; 
It is time that your wardens were rallied 

And stationed outside the locked door. 

Ella. Wheeler Wilcox . 
IV. 

BEMARKS ON BALLOTING AND COPYRIGHT. 

All people interested in purifying our politics must realize that one of the 
questions that demand immediate attention is the substitution of some system akin 
to that obtaining in Australia for our present methods of printing and distribnt- 
ing ballots at the expense, and by the agents, of the various candidates and 
political organizations. The ballots should be printed by the State, a sufficient 
guarantee being required of those who ask that a given set be printed, 
so as to prevent a needless multiplication of candidates with little or no 
support ; and they should be distributed without the intervention of ticket peddlers 
and the like. Erch voter should have the various sets of ballots put into his band, 
and then should be obliged to rely on his own knowledge in choosing out the indi- 
viduals for whom he wishes to vote. This, by the way, would provide a very 
practical " educational test," not only for the illiterate, but also for very many of 
those who pride themselves upon being " intelligent voters," and who are, never- 
theless, afflicted with a singularly dense and profound ignorance of all that goes on 
in their own districts. 

Anent another subject, permit me to record my regret that when we seemed 
on the eve of at last winning a victory for honest copyright, Mr. Fearsall Smith 
should have started in to make what I trust will prove to be an ineffectual diver- 
sion in favor of the enemy. 

Theodore Roosevelt. 
V. 

GENIUS AND IDIOCY. 

Nearly every lover of music who can command the requisite entrance fee has 
within the past few months listened to the performance of a lad not yet in his 
teens upon the most elaborate of modern musical instruments. Without compre- 
hending the rules of composition, he composes correctly, he improvises, he inter- 
prets, and, in short, does an amazing number of things difficult for any one, and 
which he has no business to do according to any established precedent. It is no 
wonder that every one with music in his, and especially in her soul, should be en- 
chanted by his unaffected ways, childlike simplicity, and wonderful natural en- 
dowments. 

Contemporary with this boy, though his senior by many years, is another 
musical genius. He played the piano by instinct at as early an age as did young 
Hofmann. With infinitely fewer advantages he developed a facility quite as 
wonderful in its way . Blind he is too. and born a slave with a black skin. It is 
not our purpose to compare Blind Tom with the gifted young Pole, but the two 
afford such a parallel of oppositions that the contrast and the likeness provoke re- 
flection. 



